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WELCOME TO THE MID YEAR ISSUE of the Speech Pathology newsletter. I hope you enjoy 
reading about some of the things that have been happening in the Discipline this year. Of particular 
note in this issue is the large number of student, ex student and staff awards for outstanding 
achievement across a range of areas. I had the pleasure of attending the Faculty of Health 
Sciences Awards Ceremony a few weeks ago where student achievements are publicly celebrated. 
My thanks to Speech Pathology Australia, in particular Justine Watkins the NSW Branch President 
who tirelessly represents our profession at these events. I was also fortunate to attend the Speech 
Pathology Australia annual conference in Adelaide and watched with pride as many of our students 
and staff presented to their peers. The Asia Pacific Education Collaboration in Speech Language 
Pathology met prior to the conference and this was a great opportunity to interact with speech 
pathology educators from the Asia Pacific Region who, like us, are passionate about education in 
speech pathology. 
This will be my final column as Head of Discipline of Speech Pathology. I am taking up the role of 
Associate Dean, Undergraduate Learning and Teaching in the Faculty of Health Sciences in July. 
Associate Professor Kirrie Ballard will take on the leadership of the Discipline for the next three 
years. I wish Kirrie well in her new role and I hope it brings her as much joy and professional 
satisfaction as I have experienced over the past three years.   

Best wishes 
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The clinic goes to Broken Hill!! 
Few places in NSW seem to have 
suffered such a chronic lack of 
consistent speech pathology services 
for children as the town of Broken Hill. 
Late last year, the primary school 
principals in Broken Hill identified 
access to speech pathology services 
as their highest priority area of unmet 
health need.  
A project entitled “Spin a Yarn” (SAY) 
was subsequently developed in 
partnership with the Broken Hill 
University Department of Rural Health 
and in collaboration with the region’s 
primary schools and the Remote 
Cluster, Greater Western Area Health 
Service (GWAHS). 
In June 2009, we were pleased to 
send 3 second year masters students 
and Nadia Madonna (Speech 
Pathologist/ Clinical Educator) (far left) 
to pilot the SAY project. �

�
Over the four weeks of the placement, 
students worked in pairs across three 
schools, providing assessment and  

intervention services for a wide range of 
children.  In the future we hope to 
continue, and increase, the number of 
students we can send to support the 
provision of speech pathology services in 
Broken Hill and its surrounding towns. 

This will not only improve access to 
services for children in remote NSW, but 
also enable more of our students to 
graduate with ‘first hand’ experience of 
working in a rural/ remote area. 

For more information please contact 
Elizabeth Bourne (nee Scott), Clinical 
Education Program Manager� (02) 9036 
9334 or e.bourne@usyd.edu.au 

Working with Indigenous 
communities 

One of our key priorities has been to 
increasingly offer our students ‘hands on’ 
opportunities to learn about or experience 
working with people from an indigenous 
background. Our recent initiatives 
include: 

- Mount Druitt Aboriginal Medical 
Service:  weekly speech pathology 
services provided by Intermediate (3rd 
year) students on placement with 
Katrina Gott (Speech Pathologist/ 
Clinical Educator) throughout 2009. 

- Broken Hill Spin a Yarn (SAY) pilot 
project: 2nd year masters students and 
Nadia Madonna (Speech Pathologist/ 
Clinical Educator) (see above article). 

- Bourke Aboriginal Medical Service:  
2 final year undergraduate students 
travelling to work with professionals 
supported by a non-government 
organisation- Indigenous Community 
Volunteers. 

- Jamanee Gunya: a non-profit 
organisation providing indigenous 
cross- cultural training weekends, 
subsidised for masters students. 

If you have any questions about these 
projects, or would like to discuss other 
opportunities for students to learn more 
about indigenous communities please 
contact Elizabeth Bourne (nee Scott), 
Clinical Education Program Manager 
e.bourne@usyd.edu.au or (02) 9036 
7334. 
 

COMPASSTM Online! 
The COMPASSTM (Competency 
Assessment in Speech Pathology) 
assessment continues to be a highly 
valued tool for student learning and 
assessment in our clinical education 
programs.  

After participating in the trial of 
COMPASSTM Online during 2008, we 
have now signed up to use the 
electronic version of COMPASSTM for all 
placements.  

We will commence using the online 
version in Semester 2 2009, aiming for 
availability to any clinical educator /site 
with internet access in 2010.  
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Associate Professor Kirrie Ballard is 
co-author of an article published in 
the American Journal of Speech-
Language Pathology which won the 
2008 editor's prize. 
This prize is regarded as highly prestigious 
in the Speech Pathology field. It is a 
seminal paper on the use of the principles 
of motor learning in speech pathology 
interventions and represents the 
culmination of a number of years work with 
an outstanding international team of speech 
pathology researchers. Practically the 
paper provides a blue print for researchers 
and clinicians to move from the relevant 
theory to practical implementation of these 
principles and the paper has already been 
cited by other leading researchers. 
Details are: Maas, Robin, Austermann-
Hula, Wulf, Ballard, & Schmidt 
(2008)"Principles of Motor Learning in 
Treatment of Motor Speech Disorders" 
American Journal of Speech-Language 
Pathology 
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Congratulations to  the winners of 
the 2008 Discipline of Speech 
Pathology student prizes 
Presented by the Dean at the Faculty of 
Health Sciences Prize Night in May. 

The Bruce Baker, Semantic Compactions 
Prize – awarded to Kate Anderson �

The Harcourt Assessment Prize – 
awarded to Amanda Slattery ��

The Speech Pathology Association of 
Australia Prize (U/G) –  awarded to 
Jacqueline McKechnie ��

The Speech Pathology Association of 
Australia Prize (MSLP) – awarded to       
������������ �  

The Vicki Reed Honours Research 
Thesis Prize – awarded to Tamra 
Staples ��

The Discipline of Speech Pathology 
Hearing & Speech Award – awarded to 
Sarah Katzberg  
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A new NHMRC funded Clinical 
Centre of Research Excellence 
(CCRE) in Aphasia Rehabilitation  
A national consortium of researchers 
led by a team of six chief 
investigators, including Associate 
Professor Leanne Togher from the 
Discipline of Speech Pathology at 
The University of Sydney, has been 
successful in obtaining an NHMRC 
CCRE grant in aphasia rehabilitation. 
The grant is for $2.5 million and will 
extend over 5 years. 

The project is led by Professor Linda 
Worrall, University of Queensland, 
and other chief investigators include 
Associate Professor Alison Ferguson, 
University of Newcastle, Dr David 
Copland, University of Queensland, 
Associate Professor Lyndsey Nickels, 
Macquarie University and Associate 
Professor Jacinta Douglas, La Trobe 
University. 

The consortium of researchers also 
includes Associate Professor Kirrie 
Ballard and Dr Emma Power from 
The University of Sydney. 

This national research centre 
uniquely combines two recent 
advances in rehabilitation, applies 
them to rehabilitation of acquired 
communication disorder (aphasia) 
and translates them into a clear 
pathway for clinical management of 
people with aphasia.  

This ‘cell to society’ research program 
integrates a consumer’s perspective 
into research in the relearning of lost 
skills after acquired brain injury. The 
resulting Australian Aphasia Clinical 
Pathway will enable and ensure best 
practice in aphasia services. 

Rural Allied Health Workforce 
Survey - Keane, S., Smith, T., 
Wagner, S., & Lincoln, M. (2009). �
The NSW Rural Allied Health 
Workforce Study. Final report, 
May 2009.�  
This study explores the demographics 
of the NSW rural allied health workforce 
as well as professional issues such as 
work practices, work place satisfaction, 
access to professional development 
and student supervision. A total of 
1,863 rural allied health practitioners 
responded to the survey including 88 
speech pathologists. The results are too 
numerous to list here but here are a few 
notable ones: 
·  42% of participants intend to leave 

their position in the next 5 years and 
51% of speech pathologists intend 
to leave their job in the next 2 years. 

·  A quarter of respondents plan to 
retire in the next decade (only 3% of 
speech pathologists) 

·  Speech pathologists, dieticians and 
nuclear medicine scientists make up 
the most inexperienced group of the 
NSW rural allied health workforce. 

·  64% of speech pathologist working 
rurally are involved in the provision 
of outreach services. 

·  51% of speech pathologists 
participate in clinical education 

Want to know more? For the full report 
go to  
www.ircst.health.nsw.gov.au/initiatives 
click on ”Rural Allied Health Project”,  
then the “NSW Rural Allied Health 
Workforce Study” link on that page.  
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The following Speech Pathology students were 
awarded their PhD at Graduation in April 
Emma McLaughlin – “An Investigation into why Australian 
Speech Pathologists leave their Job or the Profession” 

Fredrick Patchell – “Performance of Adolescents with and 
without Specific Language Impairment on Selected Discourse-
level Tasks”  

Kylie von Muenster – “An Investigation of the Reading, 
Language, Speech and Phonological Processing Skills of 
Children who use a Cochlear Implant” 

��')&�3��&)-"#�������
Karyn Avery ’07 BAppSc(SpPath) awarded the 2009 
Young Alumni Award for Achievement 
Karyn epitomises the values that the Faculty of Health 
Sciences seeks to instil in its graduates. She is a strong, 
dynamic, industrious, and creative leader whose 
professional and community achievements have crossed 
borders to bring about meaningful change at the local and 
international level.   
See the full transcript of her award at 
www.fhs.usyd.edu.au/alumni/2009Awards/K_Avery_Biog.pdf 
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